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THE NEED:
In 2018, the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation lost another two employees who were  
working to make the state’s roads and bridges safer for all.

Bobby Gensimore was killed on February 17, 2018, while setting up flares during a winter 
storm. A passing driver lost control and struck Bobby. He had a wife and two children.

Bryan Chamberlain was killed on August 30, 2018, during a shoulder widening operation. 
He was recently married.

Sadly, 89 PennDOT employees have died in the line of 
duty since 1970. Since becoming the state Secretary of 
Transportation in 2015, Leslie S. Richards has had to  
attend the funerals of five of her employees. She says 
it’s something that has affected her deeply, and she 
wants to do as much as she can to honor those who 
have given all.

There already is a statewide memorial located in  
downtown Harrisburg by the river, as well as a traveling  
memorial based out of District 3’s Bradford County 
Maintenance Office. But there was nothing permanent 
in the department’s Harrisburg headquarters. 

The traveling PennDOT Workers’ Memorial 
features 89 crosses with the names and dates  
of those employees who have been killed.



THE PROCESS:
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In the beginning of March, the central press  
office team was tasked with designing a  
permanent memorial that the secretary would 
unveil during our annual National Work Zone 
Awareness Week event in April. 

The memorial display needed to:

Incorporate elements of the  
existing traveling memorial

Display the names and photos of every fallen 
PennDOT employee, while allowing for the  

possible addition of future names

Incorporate our new PennDOT memorial logo

Fit in with existing decor in the  
Keystone Building atrium

Be enclosed and able to withstand a decent 
amount of wear-and-tear as the atrium  

is often used to host events



THE RESULTS:
The memorial display was successfully ordered and installed in the 
Keystone Building atrium on April  5 — five days before the event.

Secretary Leslie S. Richards unveiled the display during our April 10 
event in front of several TV stations, PennDOT employees, safety  

partners, and even high school students and their teachers who were 
in Harrisburg for our statewide Innovations Challenge judging.

Click to view video on YouTube.

https://www.penndot.gov/about-us/PennDOT2020/Pages/Innovations-Challenge.aspx
https://youtu.be/AIzjZf_1zp8
https://youtu.be/AIzjZf_1zp8


THE RESULTS:



THE RESULTS:

 Foot Traffic:

1,700 Commonwealth employees work in the 
Keystone Building

8,614 Commonwealth employees work in the  
surrounding Capitol Complex

18,709 employees work in downtown Harrisburg 
(within walking distance)
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THE RESULTS:

 Work Zone Awareness Week Event:

Connect Radio MyChesco abc27

Explore Venango PAHomePage PennDOT Way

The event was covered in-person by several TV stations. An email with multimedia resources  
was later picked up by more than three dozen news outlets.

https://www.connectradio.fm/2019/04/12/construction-slow-down-and-watch-for-penndot-workers/
https://mychesco.com/a/news/pennsylvania/penndot-secretary-american-traffic-safety-association-family-members-honor-lives-lost-in-the-line-of-duty/
https://www.abc27.com/news/local/penndot-honors-workers-killed-on-job/1914885124
http://explorevenango.com/penndot-secretary-atssa-family-members-honor-lives-lost-in-the-line-of-duty/
https://www.pahomepage.com/news/penndot-honors-lives-lost-in-the-line-of-duty/1914565147
https://www.penndot.gov/PennDOTWay/Pages/Article.aspx?post=213


THE RESULTS:

 Memorial Social Media Posts:

Facebook
983 lifetime engaged users 

15,034 post reach
51 shares

Twitter
98,006 impressions
676 engagements

78 retweets


